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A resident-led association tg€nsure
quality of life in retirement communities





2009 Legislative Session

Priorities
	Sales Tax Reform
The 2009 Legislature will be under considerable pressure to review current sales tax exemptions and exclusions for possible repeal of those that do not serve a public purpose. Currently, :”homes for the aged,” which include continuing care retirement communities are exempt from the state sales tax if they hold a 501 (c)(3) tax exempt certificate from the IRS.  In addition, section 212.07 (7)(i), F.S., exempts residents of nursing homes, assisted living facilities (ALFs), continuing care retirement communities and other similar facilities (whether for-profit or nonprofit) from a sales tax on meals served to residents. , Florida law is silent on entrance fees and monthly fees charged to residents in continuing care retirement communities and ALFs; therefore, these fees are excluded from the sales tax.  All of these sales tax exemptions and exclusions serve a public purpose and should be retained. If the Legislature were to repeal these exemptions or exclusions, it would cost each senior citizen residing in these communities a minimum of $3,500.00 in new taxes annually. There are over 26,000 residents living in Florida’s continuing care retirement communities.
Nursing Home Reimbursement
 Oppose the Agency for Health Care Administration’s legislative budget proposal to cut nursing home funding by an additional 7.5 percent or $184.6 million in FY 2009-10. This cut would be in addition to the $75 million funding reduction that occurred on January 1, 2008 and a three year rate freeze that took effect on July 1, 2008. The average per day loss for each Medicaid resident in a nursing home increased from $6.76 on July 1, 2007 to $13.43 on July 1, 2008.  These losses will continue to increase as Medicaid rates fall further behind allowable costs due to the rate freeze. For residents that live in continuing care retirement communities, the private pay residents pick up the tab for these losses. CCRC’s on average have 5% of their nursing home beds occupied by Medicaid patients, but some have as high as 30%. The loss per day is picked up by the remaining private pay residents through increased living costs passed on by the community.
Assisted Living Facility & Nursing Home Regulation –
Oppose regulatory changes with costs that outweigh benefits to consumers or that increase the exposure of individuals, voluntary board members and entities affiliated with nursing homes and ALFs to lawsuits.  FLiCRA supports enforcement of existing regulations. We also oppose legislation that broadly expands the definition of “owner”, “affiliate” or “controlling entity” for licensed nursing homes and ALFs.  
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