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A resident-led association to ensure
quality of life in retirement communities





2009 Florida Legislative Session Wrap Up

The 2009 Legislative Session ended mid afternoon on Friday, May 8th. The final tally reflects that the legislature passed 271 bills that will be presented to the Governor for action. This down from an average of 350 bills that pass both chambers annually.

In the big picture, this was one of the most monumental legislative sessions since 1992. As it relates to continuing care retirement communities, hardly anything of significance was filed yet alone passed. This is due in large part that the Legislature’s focus was on ironing out the state budget for the next fiscal year starting July 1, 2009.

Nursing Home Regulations

There was not much action that passed the legislature related to assisted living and nursing homes including those at continuing care retirement communities. However, one area that was affected was nursing home reimbursement for Medicaid patients/residents. Total nursing home reimbursement funding from the state was reduced by $81,333,369.00 for the next fiscal year which begins July 1, 2009.

Unfortunatley, in conjunction with a reduction in Medicaid reimbursement for nursing homes came an elevation of staffing requirements where July 1, 2009 nursing homes/health centers including those at continuing care retirement communities must achieve a 2.9 weekly average for Certified Nursing Assistants.

Sales Tax Reform 

The House passed legislation to repeal a few tax exemptions including one which would have made the mailing of the FLiCRA Resident Connection newsletter (and other mailed magazines or newsletters you receive subject to sales tax). However, the Senate did not pass the legislation. The one compromise that was reached was agreement on charging at $1.00 a pack tax on Cigarettes. Time will tell if the Legislature will have to come back in the summer to further meet budget deficits if state revenues continue to decline during the 3rd and 4th quarter of 2009. 

All tax exemptions that currently benefit continuing care retirement community residents stayed intact. Thanks to FLiCRA’s legislative staff who have a strong relationship with House Fiscal Chair Representative Bogdanoff from Broward County on watching out for these exemptions.

